WHITMAN

adequate seems to me equally obvious. But the
former contingency the gross misapprehension
of the public, even the wiser public has been as-
tounding, lie, has been rend in a. narrow, literal,
bourgeois spirit. The personal pronoun, which he
uses HO freely, has been taken to stand for the pri-
vate individual Walt Whitman, so that he has been
looked upon as a compound of egotism and licen-
tiouHne.ss, His character has been traduced, and his
purpose in the " Leaves'* entirely misunderstood.

We see at n glance that his attitude towards na-
ture, towards God, towards the body and the soul,
reverses many of the old ascetic theological concep-
tions,

All is good, all is as it should be; to abase the
body is to abase the soul, Man is divine inside and
out, and is no more divine about the head than
about the loins. It in from this point of view that
he has launched his work, He believed the time
had come for an utterance out of radical, uncompro-
mising human nature; let conventions and refine-
ments stand back, let nature, let the .soul,let the
elemental forces speak; let the body, the passions,
sex, be exalted; the stone rejected by the builders
shall be the chief .stone in the corner. Kvil slwll In*
shown to be a part of the good, anil death .siiul! he
welcomed as joyously as life,

Whitman says his poems will do just m much
evil as good, and perhaps more, To many renders
lltthere is some-
